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Who We Are



Partnering with the church and the 
community to prevent human trafficking

Education

Partnership

Outreach

Do Justice. Love Mercy. Walk Humbly.
Micah 6:8
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Partnership

Church

community
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Outreach

emergency 

backpacks

survivor 

loans

survivor 

leadership 

empowerment

awareness 
events
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Who are you?
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63% forced labor

There are an estimated 
40 million victims globally.

25% children

$150 billion industry

International Labour Organization, 2017

IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS, 89 MILLION PEOPLE EXPERIENCED SOME FORM OF MODERN
SLAVERY FOR PERIODS OF TIME RANGING FROM A FEW DAYS TO THE WHOLE FIVE YEARS.



Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
17th-19th centuries

12 million

individuals

40 million
individuals

Present Day
Each year



human trafficking
All acts involved in the recruitment, 

abduction, harboring, transfer, sale, or receipt 
of persons, within national or across 

international borders, through force, fraud, or 
coercion.









Jasmine experienced abuse 
and neglect at home 
growing up, while also 
being responsible for her 
younger siblings.  As a 
senior in high school, she 
moved in with her 
grandparents in a new 
town and began making 
friends on social media.

Jasmine's Story



Jasmine met Jordan online. He 
saw her pictures, told her she 
was beautiful, and cared about 
the pain she was sharing on 
social media. When they first 
met in person, Jordan showed 
up in a flashy car. Over the 
following weeks, he took 
Jasmine to dinners, shopping 
for new clothes, and continued 
to tell her how special she was.



A few weeks later, Jordan 
suggested a way that 
Jasmine could make money 
to pay for college and send 
money home for her 
siblings. After her first 
"date," Jordan took the 
money she made and left 
her in the hands of her new 
trafficker where she was 
unable to leave. 



WHY IS IT 
HAPPENING 
HERE? 

• Generational poverty
• Low wage employment
• Ability to transport victims
• Gang activity
• Compounding traumatic events
• Multiple languages and cultures in one location
• Exploitation of immigrants
• Youth labor
• And more





Questions and Break



Myths &
Misconceptions
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Myth

Fact

Trafficking is mostly happening overseas or 
with victims who are foreign nationals.

Trafficking has been identified in all 50 states. The 
majority of victims identified locally are US 
citizens.



Myth

Fact

Trafficking happens on the streets in the at-
risk neighborhoods. It wouldn't occur where I 
live.

Trafficking is happening everywhere.



JAMELIAS STORY



Myth

Fact

Sex trafficking is the only kind of trafficking 
occurring in the United States.

Polaris has identified 25 different types of 
trafficking in the US. 
1 in 5 identified victims in Fresno is a labor 
trafficking victim.



25 
Types 

of 
Modern 
Slavery

Polaris Project 2017



Myth

Fact

Child labor trafficking looks like this: 

It also looks like this: 



Myths

Facts

Illegal immigration is causing an increase in trafficking. 

Among reported labor trafficking victims, there was more than a 70% increase in 
those who held H-2A visas during the pandemic. These are our "essential workers." 
(Polaris, 2021)

Immigration often creates vulnerabilities which can be exploited. Many people 
seeking to immigrate are fleeing other situations which create vulnerabilities.



Jimmy’s Story



Unaccompanied Minors
May be trafficked: 

• Fleeing violence
• Gang recruitment
• By those offering 

help

In home 
country

En route 
to US

at the 
border

In the us



Myth

Fact

Prostitution is a choice.

Many victims are first prostituted as minors. 
Prostitution is the choice of those with the fewest 
choices.



Myth

Fact

Women are victims and men are offenders.

Both roles cross gender lines.



Myth

Fact

Pimps are easily recognizable.

Stereotypes keep us from seeing reality.



Who is the trafficker?  Who is the victim?



Myth

Fact

Pornography is harmless.

Nearly half of sex trafficking victims report having 
pornography made of them during their exploitation.
Pornography fuels human trafficking.



Anna –fightthenewdrug.org



Myth

Fact

If victims aren't locked up, why don't they just 
leave?

Psychological chains are every bit as effective 
as physical chains.



Questions and Break
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Stages of Grooming

targeting a victim

maintaining control

abuseGaining trust and information

filling a need

isolation1

2

3

4

5

6
EndSlaveryNow.com



"The story usually starts with tears...Most 
hoes have low self-esteem for a reason. A 
pimp looks for weakness and if it isn't on 
the surface, he brings that motherf**** 
out of them. It doesn't matter to a pimp 

what hoes' weaknesses are, so as long as 
they have them.  Then he uses those 

weaknesses to his advantage." 

The Pimp's Bible

Mindset of a Trafficker



"Weakness is the best trait a person can find in someone 
they want to control. If you can't find a weakness, you have 

to create one. You have to tear someone's ego down to 
nothing before they will start looking to you for salvation. 
Then you have a chance to build them back up, showing 

them it's your program that takes them from darkness to 
hope.  While you want them to feel good about themselves 
eventually, you want them to feel that it's because of you -
They begin to see you as their champion, their hero - even 

if the weakness you rescue them from is the one you 
created."

Pimpology

Mindset of a Trafficker



“She developed a purportedly therapeutic technique called 

‘Explorations of Meaning’ (“EM”) that was sometimes used as a 

means of manipulation and control,” prosecutors wrote, 

adding that she had “exalted Raniere’s teachings and ideology 

and demanded absolute commitment and deference” to him. 

Ms. Salzman was adept at using so-called EMs — deep 

discussions that examined the nature of reality — to convince 

people that any negative feeling toward Mr. Raniere was 

attributable to their perception rather than his conduct. 

Questioning the Prefect or questioning the Vanguard was seen 

as a very, very bad thing."

-New York Times

Mindset of a Trafficker



“Salzman added a new segment to the Jness curriculum 
(which Camila was required to attend), teaching that when 
men sense that their partner is trying to leave them, they 
rape them as a natural way of marking their territory.” Ms. 

Nevares said in her letter that Mr. Raniere also sexually 
assaulted her. “The following morning, Salzman 

normalized the assault after she asked about my time with 
the Vanguard, saying the traumatized state I was in was 

due to his ‘energy,’” Ms. Nevares wrote. “She insisted that I 
was lucky that he had singled me out.”

-New York Times

Mindset of a Victim



"Shame is the common emotion I share with 
so many other trafficking survivors.  I let the 

false responsibility of those things I had 
been victim to define who I was, so much so 
that I began hurting myself.  I was my own 

worst enemy and a victim at the same time." 

Made in the USA by Alisa Jordheim

Mindset of a Victim



"It's difficult to share this part of my story because 
of all the self-imposed blame, shame, and 

guilt...Thomas continued to show enormous interest 
in me, which I ate up.  I felt secure enough to spend 
hours telling him about my problems.  He listened 
and allowed me to believe that his heart was filled 
with sympathy toward me...He showered me with 
lots of flattery...I began to believe I was the most 

gorgeous woman in the world." 

A Cry of the Heart by Debra Rush

Mindset of a Victim



Red flags
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workplace

other

physical 
appearance/ 

healthred flags



unable to leave

high security 

measures

owes a large 
debt and 

cannot pay

unable to 
speak for self

unpaid, paid 
very little, or 

only in tips

works 
excessive or 

unusual hours

high rate of 

absences from 

school

live and work 
in the same 

place

workplace



Physical
Appearance/ 

health

malnourished

inappropriate 

clothes for the 

weather

avoids eye 

contact

signs of abuse



other

no control over 

his or her money

unable to 
clarify where 

they are 
staying

unclear 
caregiver 

relationship

loss of sense 
of time

no access to 
ID/ documents

few or no 
personal 

possessions
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Response
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pray

act

give our response



pray

Cvjc
prayer 

guide

Monthly

Prayer

“Surely the arm of the Lord is not 
too short to save, nor his ear too 
dull to hear.” Isaiah 59:1

Prayer  team 
email list



give

Traffickers 
make $150 
billion a 

year

Monthly 
partners

Donate 
your time



act

Educate 
yourself 

and others

Ask questions 
about 

purchases

Report to the 
hotline

Be a mentor

Say no porn

Be you!



Justice 
Coalition 
Resource Line

Call or Text
559-725-1865

Text “info” or “help” 
to BEFREE 233733

1-888-3737-888



Please take our post-test at www.tinyurl.com/cvjcpost

“Not everything that is faced can 
be changed; but nothing can be 
changed until it is faced.” 

-James Baldwin


